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A Discussion on the Predicament and Debouch of
Unification /Independence
Lin Po-tung

Humanities and Science Education Center
National I-lan Institute of Technology

ABSTRACT
This article tried to d-construct the past discussion of unification /

independence, especially because of its influence on Chinese passion for
nationalism and the viewpoint of traditional Chinese history. How can we Chinese
get away from this zero-system? Firstly, it pointed out the origin of One China
Policy. The discussion looked back to the historical facts of the Great Unification,
in that it imprisoned people’s contemplative faculties. Secondly, it debated the
relation of cultural and political identity. Finally, it pointed out that both unification
and independence had identical benefits, not “You won, I fail”. The author
expected that different political views could coexist rationally. In the future, the
majority of people’s benefits could exceed the interest of all parties, politicians and
tribes.
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10 1971

William Ewart Gladstone, 1809 1898
Great Britain has no permanent enemies
nor permanent friends, but has only permanent interests.
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(Maslow,1970) (hierarchy of needs theory)
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(Diminishing margina utility)

(Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1940)
(Address at University of Pennsylvania)

(Jefferson Day Address, 1945)
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too serioudly, you will never get out of it alive.(Hubbard said)
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