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A comparison of
The Appointment of Chrysanthemum and
Fan Ju-ching’s Life ad Death Friendship for Chicken and Corn

by Hsiang-Huey Chiu
Human Science Center at National Institute of I-lan Technology

Abstract

Japan and China have a very close relationship. Besides borrowing Chinese characters,
it also owes a deep and far influence to China. Some earliest Japanese literature works, such
as The Ancient Chronicles(KOZIKI) in year 712, Japanese Chronicles (NIHONSHOKKI) in 720,
and the poetry anthology KAIHUSO in 751 were all written in Chinese characters. Up until the
middle of Edo, the so-called “renovating literature” was born. The Stories of Rain and the
Moon (UGETSUMONOGATARI ) , was one of the representing work among all the fantastic
and ghost fictions. Especially for the second volume, the Appointment of Chrysanthemum,
was apparently adapted from the novel, Fan Ju-ching’s Life ad Death Friendship for Chicken
and Corn, produced in Ming’s Dynasty.

Although the wording and the plots were very similar to the Chinese version, the meaning
and its functions that Japanese one presented were rather different and unique. This study
tried explore the development of Fan Ju-ching’s story in China and how it was rearranged and
renovated into a fit-for-Japanese story by the Japanese author with his own literature
accomplishment under the Japanese social and folk customary influence.

Keyword : Chrysanthemum, Ugetsumonogatari, Fan Ju-ching, Life ad Death
Friendship
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