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The Republicanism of The Federalist Papers

Wei Su

Adjunct Lecturer, Department of Foreign Languages, National 1lan University

Abstrac

Two periods of historical experience played important rolesin the birth of
the U.S. First was the colonial era, which gave its people a close look at the
tyrannical rule of a powerful state. Second, the era of the Confederation of
American gaveits people abitter taste of the counterpart of astrong government:
aloose confederation was unable to save its people from continual crises. That
situation was that of a double-bladed of asword: either a powerful or weak state
would bring disaster to the people. To cure the disease, the Federalist Papers
provided its prescription: thetheory of thelarge republic and separation of powers.
The large-republic-theory suggested a more centralized federation of thirteen
states, which was given more power by people to deal with its numerous
challenges. And, to prevent the development of oppression, the Federalist Pa-
pers argued that the key was to control the destructive effect of factions. Dueto
the large territory and population, alarge republic could dilute the effect of the
factions. Asaresult, it became difficult for adominant faction to gain any de-
gree of broad social influence. The separation of powers, on the other hand,
could break down alarge faction into small ones. At last thegoal of apluralistic
society would come true.

Key Words : the Federalist Papers, separation of powers, alarge republic
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David Easton, A Framework for Political Analysis (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1965), pp.
114-115.

Gordon S. Wood, The Creation of the American Republic, 1776-1787, (New Y ork: W.W.
Norton & Company, 1969), p. 520.
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