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Abstract

Two periods of historical experience played important roles in the birth of

the U.S.  First was the colonial era, which gave its people a close look at the

tyrannical rule of a powerful state.  Second, the era of the Confederation of

American gave its people a bitter taste of the counterpart of a strong government:

a loose confederation was unable to save its people from continual crises. That

situation was that of a double-bladed of a sword: either a powerful or weak state

would bring disaster to the people.  To cure the disease, the Federalist Papers

provided its prescription: the theory of the large republic and separation of powers.

The large-republic-theory suggested a more centralized federation of thirteen

states, which was given more power by people to deal with its numerous

challenges.  And, to prevent the development of oppression, the Federalist Pa-

pers argued that the key was to control the destructive effect of factions.  Due to

the large territory and population, a large republic could dilute the effect of the

factions.  As a result, it became difficult for a dominant faction to gain any de-

gree of broad social influence. The separation of powers, on the other hand,

could break down a large faction into small ones.  At last the goal of a pluralistic

society would come true.
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