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Abstract

In this study, we analyze the port site selection criteria of 126 river ports

along Yangtze River and twelve riverside metropolises in China using geomor-

phologic and hydrologic principles. We found that favorable conditions include

being located in concave bank, in the bottleneck of a stream, in the reach with

sand bar, with a geomorphologically protected harbor and at the juncture of two

rivers.  The more conditions a city meets, the better it serves as a port. Hankou

, for example, meets the most criteria and therefore is the best port

according to this study. Additionally, the development of cities along Yangtze

River is closely tied to their having rocky riverbank.
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